* a schoolboy's care '
approached middle age he looked earnestly around for safety.
He must have been already aware that the worries which he
suffered as a result of the chronic state of political life in his realm
were undermining his health of body and peace of mind; and
consequently he was not unwilling to make sacrifices once he was
certain that his realm would be ordered with that * firmness *
which he so much admired, and which he believed was the
essence of a respect for law and order.
It was not necessary to make conditions when Pitt came into
power. On the one hand, they would never have been accepted;
and, on the other, there were actually no conditions to make. All
that George demanded of Pitt was that he would deliver him from
the loathsome tutelage imposed on him by his late Ministers.
The price which the King paid—and paid willingly—for the
promise of deliverance from the insolences of Faction was the
carte blanche. Although in the business of State George was never
better served by any politician than he was by Pitt it is significant
that to the end their relationship was that of sovereign and
minister. There were times when Pitt's magnificent services to
his country demanded handsome recognition. George gave that
recognition, but in a much more impersonal way than he had
done in his dealings with Bute and North. It was none the less
gracious for that reason. Under Pitt's influence—here again it
must be remembered that the influence was indirect—George
was brought to the heart of the Revolution Settlement as it
concerned kinship: he came to understand, as he had never
understood before, that the King of England, while of the
government, must always be above it.
peals of laughter rang through the House of Commons
when it was known that the youthful Member for Appleby was
to be the First Minister of the Crown. Not many days before
there had been laughter, when in one of his grand moments Fox
had twitted Pitt with being c a boy without judgement, experi-
ence, or knowledge of the world/ And now this same young
man had the effrontery to face a House of Commons where the
Opposition to his Administration could safely count upon two-
to-one majorities! It is not surprising, therefore, that Fox about
a week later should write to his friend Northington, the Lord-
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